19-2: THE BIRTH OF THE NEW ORDER IX EGYPT
people was in exile; while highly paid foreign officials still
held most of the key posts and could only be dismissed
with costly compensation; and while the Sudan, an
integral part of Egypt, was still under British rule:
The political history of Egypt during the three years
of 1922 to 1924 is that of a triangular struggle for power.
The three parties to it were the King, the body which
comprised most of the educated and moderate Egyptians,
and which may be termed the Liberal Party, and the
popular party, which hailed Zaghlul as leader. Allenby
may be said to have acted as referee, interfering as little
as possible but blowing the whistle firmly when the worst
and most obvious fouls occurred, and ignoring, like all
good referees, the howls and criticisms of the mob at an
unpopular decision.
Fuad, previously Sultan, had been proclaimed King
of Egypt on March 15. This enhancement of his title
seemed to arouse his ambition and to increase his love of
power. As Sultan he had exercised little influence and
attracted little attention; as King, intent on reviving, as
far as modern conditions would allow, the autocratic rule
of his ancestor, Mohammed Aly, or of his father, the
Khedive Ismail, he became a serious and disturbing
factor in Egyptian politics. He sought his ends by
shrewd intrigue rather than by force of character, and
would always give way before a stronger personality,
such as Allenby; but he had considerable adroitness as a
politician of the ^Tammany boss^? order. He was skilful
to see the value of propaganda and made much use of a
subsidized Press. He always contrived to work into a
Ministry one or two of his own creatures, who had access
to the Palace behind the Premier's back. Thus if Fuad
could not get his own way he usually contrived to make
the position of the Prime Minister impossible.
The moderate party, whom we may call the Liberals,
comprised the majority of the ablest and most mtelli-
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